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What Is The Indian School Certificate (ISC)?

The ISC is a two-year academic program designed for students in grades 11 and 12 (aged 16 -19). Itis
a slightly more rigorous program known for developing strong fundamentals of a subject by using the
repetitive method and building the practical knowledge through practical assignments. It is also an
internationally recognized and accepted qualification for entry into higher education.

The ISC follows the learning method based on understanding, application, practical experience and
skill-set based learning. It focus on developing interdisciplinary understanding although its academic
curriculum is rigorous compared to most of the others. Projects are an integral part of the curriculum,
which helps develop analytical skills in a student. The ISC board offers its students strong conceptual
knowledge but prepares them for management studies as well.

Program Overview

¢ Curriculum. The curriculum is made up of 3 categories or subject groups consisting of
compulsory subjects, elective subjects, and the common subjects.

¢ 3 Subject Groups. Students have a vast range of subjects to choose from each within the three
groups. A minimum of 5 subjects and a maximum of 7 subjects should be selected for qualifying
at ISC. The curriculum exposes the student to both depth and breadth of knowledge and
understanding.

1. Compulsory Subjects. English is the compulsory subject. It consists of Paper 1: Language
and Paper 2: Literature.

2. Elective Subjects. You can choose any three, four or five subjects out of the elective subjects
available. The subjects offered will depend on the stream you want to pursue. Science
stream include electives like Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Biology and Economics.
Commerce offers Accounts, Commerce, Mathematics and Economics. While Arts give you the
opportunity to choose from History, Geography, Psychology and Economics.

3. Common Subject. These are the subjects offered to students from all the three streams.
Students have to choose any one from Political Science, Computer Science, Hindi, Art, Music

and Physical Education

Assessment
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The assessment criteria is a combination of both internal and external assessment. Internal
assessments are vital in ISC but generally an externally assessed written exam at the end of the 12th
grade accounts for the final grade. Practical tests are aggregated with the overall scores. Internal
assessments are used to evaluate community service and the attendance record. A candidate is
required to have obtained at least 40% marks in a minimum of four subjects which must include
English, on the cumulative average and a minimum attendance of 75% working days.

Is It Right For You?

Deciding if the ISC exam is right for you partly depends on how you learn and your future aspirations.
The ISC system is comprehensive but rigorous as it aims to provide practical knowledge and build
analytical skills in students. It follows a balanced approach towards maintaining equal focus on
language, arts and science along with making sure that you also develop your soft skills through active
interaction and environment. Students who are interested in careers in management and humanities
will find the curriculum to be better aligned. Additionally, the ISC certification is recognized globally
and due to the emphasis placed on English, students can gain a slight advantage compared to other
Indian boards.

Conclusion
The ISC is an integrated learning experience - not only does it emphasize academic strength in a range

of academic subjects, but also fosters positive attitude towards learning and responsibility towards
your community.
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